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NAME: Ryan Coonerty         
ELECTION:  Third District Supervisor, June 5th, 2018
Pajaro Valley Cesar Chavez Democratic Club

ENDORSEMENT QUESTIONNAIRE 

June 5th 2018 General Election
1. How long have you been a registered Democrat?
I’ve been a Democrat ever since I registered to vote when I turned 18.  
2. Give three reasons why the PV Cesar Chavez Democratic Club should endorse your candidacy.
On the Board, I led the effort to support families by implementing a successful program for low-income mothers and babies.  I’ve pushed for more affordable housing and improved access to health care and good jobs.  I’m committed to reducing poverty, increasing opportunity and building a stronger community. 
I’m working to meet our community’s biggest challenges such as housing, homelessness, mental health, crime and substance abuse. 
I’m fighting for our values.  Our nation’s principles are under attack by the federal government and I’m advocating for undocumented families, LGBTQ and women’s rights.

3. Describe three things you have done or plan to support Pajaro Valley Democrats and residents?
I helped establish the Nurse-Family Partnership Program and Thrive by Three, which are improving the lives of low-income, first-time moms and their babies in Pajaro Valley.  This program improves pregnancy outcomes, improves child health and development and improves the economic self-sufficiency of the family. 
I’ve worked to increase enrollment in CalFresh and Medi-Cal and I worked to increase access to free tax assistance.  These programs serve low-income community members and since the Pajaro Valley has more low-income residents, these programs and these efforts serve large numbers of South County residents.  I’ve also supported County facility upgrades in South County to better meet the needs of low-income residents. 

Many County social services go to those with the greatest need, and I fully support that even when it may mean less support for my district and more support for South County residents in need.
I helped increase funding for affordable housing by supporting an affordable housing impact fee that incentivizes modest-size housing and imposes larger fees on McMansions. I actively supported Measure D to fund needed improvements to our local transportation system.

Lastly, I helped the Digital Nest secure a digital video equipment grant from Santa Cruz Community Television.
4. Describe your qualifications for this office? Include lived experiences as well as education.
I have served on the Board of Supervisors for three years, working to support working families, our local economy, to protect the environment and improve public safety. 

Prior to serving on the Board, I served for 8 years on the Santa Cruz City Council, serving 2 years as mayor (2008 & 2011).  

I graduated from Santa Cruz’s public school system and went on to graduate from the University of Oregon, receive a master’s degree from the London School of Economics and received a law degree from the University of Virginia School of Law. I’m raising two young children with my wife and I am absolutely committed to Santa Cruz County.
5. Name three of your priorities and goals for your first two years in office.
1) I will work to make the Nurse-Family Partnership Program a standard benefit for members of the Alliance (the Medi-Cal HMO for our area) so that new families have better outcomes.  2) I will actively support affordable housing projects in the County.



3) I will work to expand access to County Parks Programs for low-income youth.
6. How would you support bringing good paying jobs to our local community and increasing revenue for South County?
I will actively support bringing good paying jobs to South County.  County Government can help by supporting housing and transportation infrastructure.  
7. What impact do you plan to make while in office?

I plan to improve our community by increasing opportunity, protecting our environment, and working together to meet our biggest challenges.

8. How do you plan to address the critical housing and transportation issues we face in our community?

I will continue to support funding for affordable housing and stream-lined processes to make it easier and more affordable to build accessory dwelling units.  

I will support transportation investments that make it easier for people to get where they need to go.  That includes investment in roads, in transit and in bike/pedestrian projects. 

9. How do you plan to incorporate our South County values in your decision-making?

I want to increase opportunity and build a stronger community.  I think that is what many South County residents want too.  I am always happy work with South County residents on shared goals. 
10. How do you plan to strengthen the support services we provide in our community to address the growing community needs?

This is a constant challenge given that the federal and state governments don’t provide adequate funding for social services.  I support efforts to ensure that the vulnerable members of our community are getting their needs met in the most effective way possible.  
Please expand on your responses…but we will read no more than two pages of information.

Responses will ONLY be accepted electronically via email. 

Questionnaires must be submitted to Raymon Cancino or Jenny Sarmiento, by March 16, 2018, to be considered for an endorsement. Please email to chavezdems@gmail.com. Please Cc: cancino45@gmail.com and jtsarmiento831@gmail.com.
MUST BE RECEIVED NO LATER THAN FRIDAY, MARCH 16TH TO RECEIVE CONSIDERATION AT OUR ENDORSEMENT MEETING
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