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Pajaro Valley Cesar Chavez Democratic Club

ENDORSEMENT QUESTIONNAIRE 

June 5th 2018 General Election
1. How long have you been a registered Democrat?
All of my life 
2. Give three reasons why the PV Cesar Chavez Democratic Club should endorse your candidacy
I have the experience and patience. I believe that I listen to the people and I will represent them as they request. I am accessible and provide one on one attention to constituent needs.  
3. Describe three things you have done or plan to support Pajaro Valley Democrats and residents?
· Advocated for work on the Pajaro river. In this regard, we achieved the first work in 18+ years that resulted in a safer river. In addition, this year we received 4 million dollars from FEMA for maintenance work, also the first such procurement in many years. 

· New health buildings at Crestview center, these new buildings are the first of their kind for multiple decades. 

· Advocated for fix a on Casserly road. Casserly is a major artery. It was completed for 1/3 of the initial projection cost. It should be noted that there is only 7% of county roads in the south county. There is about 6 -8 major connectors or arterys. In this regard, Green Valley road, Casserly road and Paulsen road all had major projects done, and thus would represent 50% of south county roads being done or 37.5% depending on how you interpret a major road. I believe that I have gotten most of these works done under my tenure. 
· Lastly, I came into my position during a time of great turmoil and stood fast for the rank and file workers of our county. In these times ahead, I believe that leadership will be required and I believe that I am the person to make this happen. 
4. Describe your qualifications for this office? Include lived experiences as well as education.
I have a law degree, I have owned my own business, and I have extensive experience in public service as well as service to non-profits. 
5. Name three of your priorities and goals for your first two years in office.
· Finish the planning phase  for the pajaro river and move towards funding. 

· Work towards improved smart housing for the community 
· Protect our health system and add capacity. 

· Find permanent new park space. 

6. How would you support bringing good paying jobs to our local community and increasing revenue for South County?
Preserving the jobs, we have in agriculture would be a good start. We need affordable agricultural housing. We need training for the trades and a forward-looking plan for the economy of the future. This includes understanding production systems, packaging, drones, software, and other emerging ag tech.  We need to train local. 
7. What impact do you plan to make while in office?

As already stated above, I plan to work for the Pajaro Valley. 

8. How do you plan to address the critical housing and transportation issues we face in our community?

Housing issues are not fixed with a one size fits all answer. It is a host of answers, that include down payment assistance, increased housing stock, improved locations for density, improved siting that is correlated to job location, while looking at the most vulnerable which would include veterans housing, emergency shelters, and housing tied to welfare to work, CalWorks and other programs that get people back on their feet. In addition, housing is a regional issue and should be approached in that same vein. 

9. How do you plan to incorporate our South County values in your decision-making?

Listening to the People of South County . 

10. How do you plan to strengthen the support services we provide in our community to address the growing community needs?

Advocate for Calfresh, CHIP, and loans for child care providers so that they can expand. 

Many of our support services are funded at a federal level. Primarily it would be to maintain services and make efficient use of current resources. Look to leverage funds that we currently have to get state grants and funds that can compensate for any lost federal funds. Look to public-private- partnerships to make up for any losses. 
Please expand on your responses…but we will read no more than two pages of information.

Responses will ONLY be accepted electronically via email. 

Questionnaires must be submitted to Raymon Cancino or Jenny Sarmiento, by March 16, 2018, to be considered for an endorsement. Please email to chavezdems@gmail.com. Please Cc: cancino45@gmail.com and jtsarmiento831@gmail.com.
MUST BE RECEIVED NO LATER THAN FRIDAY, MARCH 16TH TO RECEIVE CONSIDERATION AT OUR ENDORSEMENT MEETING
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