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Pajaro Valley Cesar Chavez Democratic Club

ENDORSEMENT QUESTIONNAIRE 

June 5th 2018 General Election
1. How long have you been a registered Democrat?
All my adult life, for 28 years
2. Give three reasons why the PV Cesar Chavez Democratic Club should endorse your candidacy.

1) I have been and still am an “active Democrat” that believes in democratic principles both economic and social. I participate and promote the Democratic Party at all levels, from the National/Congressional, State, County DCC and local PVCCDC and not just during the election season.

2) Solid experience with local, municipal and County government.
Having worked my way up from Redistricting Commissioner and Library Commissioner to Planning Commission, Vice-Chair to 6 years as City Council and 1 year as Mayor. I have served on the Cannabis Ad Hoc Committee, Downtown Revitalization Committee and South County Bike & Pedestrian Safety Committee to bring additional sales tax revenue, improve Public Safety and revitalize our downtown. I was instrumental in bringing is over 400 new homes with 80+ affordable units. In addition, lead the effort to create the City’s new Skate Park that is essential in a city with 39% of the population under 19 years.

3) I bring a new approach for South County politics. We need regional solutions for regional issues, we cannot operate District 4 as an island. We need to work with all our Supervisors, Mayors, leadership and the community to address the inequities that South County is facing, while continuing to address all the Countywide issues in the same regional approach. We need to negotiate, collaborate and compromise on the issues the County is facing. My values and principles on the issues reflect the progressive spectrum of the Democratic Party. I am fully committed to the local bread and butter issues like Affordable Housing- Bond & Trust, Sustainable Transportation-A Multi-Model Approach, Parks-More for South County, Homelessness-Let’s Stabilize, Not Criminalize. 
3. Describe three things you have done or plan to support Pajaro Valley Democrats and residents?

I have and will continue to be an active member in the Club, I will volunteer in the Club’s activities like Voter Registration at the Strawberry Festival, Santa Cruz County Fair, and Cabrillo College. I will continue to support the Club’s fundraisers.
4. Describe your qualifications for this office? Include lived experiences as well as education.
Born and raised in Watsonville. Attended only local public schools. Son of apple farm worker and mother who worked in cannery and was a leader in the Cannery Strike of ’85 with Teamsters Local 912. Enlisted in the Army at 17 as a Combat Medic. Proudly served in the 1st Cavalry Division in the Persian Gulf War, earning numerous medals.

Enrolled at Cabrillo College and DQ-University; transferred to UCSC; graduated with a degree in Community Studies; interned with Watsonville’s Planning Department and Neighborhood Services Department.

Co-founded the local Student Empowerment Project (STEP) later became the Brown Berets, where we attended CNA, HERE and SEIU actions in the Bay Area and local labor actions. Created Tutorial Programs at three area Migrant Labor Camps. And began the Watsonville Peace & Unity March after the death of a 16 and 9 year old brother and sister. We would encourage local youth to attend college, often taking students to visit UC /CSU schools during Recruitment Days.

Worked as a Political Organizer with United Farm Workers for three years and then organized with SEIU International for nearly a decade, improving the quality of life for working people.

Currently, have served six years as a Watsonville Councilman and one year as Mayor. Served in the Library Finance Authority, Flood Control and Water District Zone Seven Board, Pajaro River Watershed Flood Prevention Authority.

Served on the City’s Library Commission, Redistricting Committee and as Vice-Chair of the Planning Commission. Active in the California and Santa Cruz County Democratic Parties. Currently, a member of the Pajaro Valley Cesar Chavez Democratic Club for nearly a decade.
5. Name three of your priorities and goals for your first two years in office.

1) Affordable Housing- Bring forth and affordable housing bond for the County & support and fund the Monterey Bay Housing Trust. Both measures are the only solutions that put money on the table for land acquisition, construction costs, first time buyers assistance and shelter for homeless. Look at loopholes on the County’s inclusionary housing ordinance.

2) Sustainable Transportation-A Multi-Model Approach. We need to fix neglected roads in the County, assure safe routes to school as well as focus on bike and pedestrian safe roads. I will focus on regional, multi-model and sustainable solutions, including Shoulder lane and/or HOV lane and light rail transit to reduce traffic on Highway 1.
3) Parks-More for South County. We need to create more Parks and Open Space is South County. Pinto Lake is the only park asset in South County and it’s not in the District. We need soccer fields, pump tracks, public swimming pools and dog parks in South County. 
 
4)  Homelessness-Let’s Stabilize, Not Criminalize. Increase mental health case workers assigned to public safety officers and high-density single-occupancy housing providers to stabilize and provide needed services for homeless. Creating a set aside to house homeless through a local bond. In addition, we need to lobby the State for more funding for both mental health care funding and housing funds.
6. How would you support bringing good paying jobs to our community & increasing revenue for South County?
I will continue meeting with business owners to see if they need to expand or start new businesses and facilitate the process for them. I will continue to meet with developers and building owners to bring better opportunities for Watsonville. I plan to continue the rest of the (Caltrans owned portion) downtown revitalization to prompt new and better opportunities for downtown. There are several good recent examples that I was instrumental in such as: the new FedEx complex, the new Cannabis industry, Harbor Freight store, Kaiser entering our market.
7. What impact do you plan to make while in office?

Bring Equity to South County. Equitable distribution of resources for South County, such as more parks, better roads and sidewalks, mental health services, etc.
8. How do you plan to address the critical housing and transportation issues we face in our community?


1) Affordable Housing- Bring forth and affordable housing bond for the County & support and fund the Monterey Bay Housing Trust. Both measures are the only solutions that put money on the table for land acquisition, construction costs, first time buyers assistance and shelter for homeless. Look at loopholes on the County’s inclusionary housing ordinance.

2) Sustainable Transportation-A Multi-Model Approach. We need to fix neglected roads in the County, assure safe routes to school as well as focus on bike and pedestrian safe roads. I will focus on regional, multi-model and sustainable solutions, including Shoulder lane and/or HOV lane and light rail transit to reduce traffic on Highway 1.
9. How do you plan to incorporate our South County values in your decision-making?

I will hold open office hours like I did as Mayor throughout the District. And hold fun, family friendly events to engage residents and solicit input on the issues facing South County. I will continue to be accessible at all local events as well.

10. How do you plan to strengthen the support services we provide in our community to address the growing community needs? 

South County has a young population, but also has a thriving senior population as well. Watsonville’s current unemployment rate is at 7.1, but despite being a working community many still live below the poverty line. We need to enhance, improve and fund our social safety net programs. We need to create parks and activities for young people. We especially, need to increase funding for senior programs, child care, pre-school, 1-5 programs, food and pantry programs for working families living in poverty. During our Cannabis Ad Hoc Committee meetings, I proposed our city use cannabis tax revenue to help fund these type of programs and would propose the County do the same.
Please expand on your responses…but we will read no more than two pages of information.

Responses will ONLY be accepted electronically via email. 

Questionnaires must be submitted to Raymon Cancino or Jenny Sarmiento, by March 16, 2018, to be considered for an endorsement. Please email to chavezdems@gmail.com. Please Cc: cancino45@gmail.com and jtsarmiento831@gmail.com.
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